








The more people ride, the safer 
bicycling becomes: Between 
2001 and 2009, the number of 
trips made by bicycle in America 
increased 25%, while the number 
of cyclist fatalities decreased by 2%. 
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The Bikes Belong Foundation currently backs the 
following important projects:

1.	 Safe Routes to School National Partnership

2.	 Peopleforbikes.org

3.	 Bicycling Design Best Practices Program

4.	 Foundation Grants

When people ride bikes, great things happen. But 
bicycling must be safe. Bicycling should be an activity 
that every child can learn and continue to enjoy for a 
lifetime. We established the Bikes Belong Foundation to 
pursue these crucial goals.

We need to build mutual respect among motorists and 
cyclists. We need to provide safe and convenient places 
to ride. We need to create communities where people of 
all ages can enjoy bicycling without fear.

These issues affect health, safety, the environment, and 
quality of life. With your help, we can improve bicycling 
to build a better America.

Bikes Belong is the national coalition of 
U.S. bicycle suppliers and retailers working 

together to put more people on bicycles more 
often. In June 2006, Bikes Belong Coalition 

established the Bikes Belong Foundation 
as a sister organization to focus on: 

Children’s bicycle programs
Bicycle safety projects
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In 2005, Congress authorized and 
funded the first U.S. Safe Routes to 
School program. The Safe Routes to 
School National Partnership launched 
the same day, with the Bikes Belong 
Foundation as its host and sponsor. 

The Safe Routes to School National 
Partnership is a growing network of 
more than 500 nonprofit organizations, 
government agencies, schools, and 
firms working together to advance 
the movement in the United States. 

Partners include AARP, the American 
Heart Association, Institute of 
Transportation Engineers, the National 
PTA, and many other groups. The 
National Partnership is working to 
extend and increase funding for Safe 
Routes to School programs at local, 
state, and federal levels.

Thanks to Safe Routes to School, 
new bike lanes, pathways, sidewalks, 
and street crossings are being built 
throughout the nation. 

Safe Routes to School is a  
national and international 

movement designed to make 
bicycling and walking to school 

safer, more convenient, and fun. 
This initiative is important for 

children’s health, public safety, the 
environment, and road congestion.

“Safe Routes to School is very 
important to me because it is good 
for the air, it saves oil, and it stops 

pollution. Whenever I walk to school 
in the morning I feel refreshed. I 

love walking. And I love riding on 
a bike to school! It is very, very 

fun, and it is good for you.”

Guy, third grader 
Las Cruces, New Mexico



In just one 
generation, the 

percentage of U.S. 
children who walk 

or bike to school 
has dropped 70% 
while the number 
of overweight and 
obese children has 

grown nine-fold.

The result: children are safer and more 
active. A 2007 analysis of California 
schools showed that Safe Routes to 
School infrastructure improvements 
increased biking and walking to school by 
up to 200%.

Although Safe Routes to School has 
helped more than 11,000 schools so far, 
that amounts to only 10% of K-8 schools 
nationwide. Imagine what the benefits 
could be if we could grow that percentage 
to 20%, 50%, or more.

Changing the habits 
of an entire generation

Safe Routes to School National Partnership:
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Imagine a place where one bike lane leads 
to the next. Where trails, bridges, and 

underpasses lead safely to exactly where 
you want to go. And regardless of your 

bicycling experience or fitness, you can pedal 
smoothly across the street, across town, or 
even across the country. Peopleforbikes.org 

is working to make this vision a reality. 

Launched in 2010, the Peopleforbikes.org (PFB) 
movement is striking a chord with Americans who see 
bicycling as a fun way to improve health, reduce road 
congestion and carbon output, and save money. 

While millions of Americans ride bicycles and recognize 
the benefits of riding, only a fraction have ever stood up 
to help improve bicycling. This unprecedented initiative 
aims to bridge that gap. The goal is to unite one million 
bicyclists of all riding styles and abilities to encourage 
government leaders to support cost-effective legislation 
that improves bike paths, lanes, trails, and other facilities 
from coast to coast.

The backbone of the PFB campaign is a pledge 
that can be taken (online or on paper) in support of 
better bicycling in the U.S. Hundreds of thousands of 
Americans have already signed it.

From the casual rider to the avid bicyclist, Americans 
everywhere want safe, appealing, and convenient 
places to ride. As our leaders plan for the future of 
transportation and recreation in America, PFB will 
send a unified message that bicycling is important and 
beneficial to individuals and our nation. 

In 2011 alone, 100,000 letters  
were sent to Congress in support  
of better bicycling in America.

Sign the pledge at www.peopleforbikes.org.



 Peopleforbikes.org:

Uniting a million  
voices to improve  

the future of biking

Making the case for bicycling 

Cost-effective investments in bicycling boost 
our economy, help individuals and government 
agencies save money, and directly address key 
societal challenges such as obesity and road 
congestion. Individuals, communities, and our 
nation benefit. In these tough economic times, 
our federal government can only afford to 
invest in solutions that solve multiple problems: 
bicycling fits the bill.

Uniting a million  
voices to improve  

the future of biking
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TRANSPORTATION  
LEADERSHIP WORKSHOPS

As part of the effort to inspire and provide 
U.S. transportation leaders with tools to grow 
bicycle use, Bikes Belong leads domestic and 

international workshops for key policy makers, 
planners, and engineers to experience firsthand 

the most advanced practices in bicycle urban 
design. Workshops have been held in Portland 
(OR), Minneapolis, the Netherlands, Germany, 
and Denmark and have been led by renowned 

transportation experts from Europe and the U.S.

“The Study Tour was by far the most meaningful 
program I’ve been a part of as a professional. 

It was incredibly educational, eye-opening 
and inspiring — and I’ve returned to Chicago 

with renewed vigor to create a sustainable 
and livable transportation system.” 

Mike Amsden, Senior Planner,  
Chicago Department of Transportation

The Bicycling Design Best Practices 
Program inspires, assists, and catalyzes 

U.S. cities working to implement  
world-class transportation networks. 

In countries such as the Netherlands, Germany, 
and Denmark, the percentage of daily trips taken 
by bicycle is 20-30 times greater than in the United 
States. The bicycle is a convenient, mainstream, and 
safe transportation choice for men and women of 
all ages. While global in scope, the Bicycling Design 
Best Practices Program focuses on exporting and 
“translating” the bicycling experience from these 
countries into the unique American landscape.

Bicycling is experiencing unprecedented growth 
across America as mayors, city council members, 
and transportation officials recognize the multiple 
benefits and low cost of bicycle transportation. 
Leading North American cities such as Minneapolis, 
New York, Portland, and San Francisco are 
developing next-generation bicycle infrastructure 
based on international models. Facilities such as 
protected cycle tracks, bicycle-specific signal lights, 
and traffic-calming devices are making bicycling more 
attractive to people of all levels of cycling experience. 
Combined with supportive policies and education 
programs, these cost-effective investments increase 
ridership and improve public health, air quality, traffic 
flow, and local economies.

The Bicycling Design Best Practices Program 
partners with organizations like the National 
Association of City Transportation Officials, the 
Cycling Embassy of Denmark, and the Embassy 
of the Netherlands to provide support to cities 
and states committed to improving and promoting 
bicycling in their communities.



REI Best Practices Grants

REI and Bikes Belong have partnered since 2008 to provide 
grants to communities working to improve their bicycle 
programs, outreach, and infrastructure. The REI Best 
Practices Grants provide funding to cities whose leaders have 
participated in the Bicycling Design Best Practices Program, 
and supports improvements to bicycle transportation based 
on experiences from the study tours and workshops. The 
Best Practices Grants aim to jumpstart a participating city’s 
ability to put proven and effective bicycling elements in place, 
measure the return in increased ridership and safety, and 
make the case for additional improvements.

Research Grants

The Foundation’s Research Grants program funds research 
on the economic impact of bicycling facilities and events. 
The program aims to fill a crucial knowledge gap. Collecting 
quantitative evidence on the benefits bicycling brings to local, 
regional, and national economies will help encourage and 
guide investments in bicycling.

Bicycling Safety Fund

All bicyclists deserve to be safe on the roads. Yet close calls 
with motor vehicles and accidents are a growing concern. To 
address these issues, the Bikes Belong Foundation created the 
Bicycling Safety Fund. The Fund was established in memory of 
Paul David Clark, a California cyclist who was killed in a bicycle-
truck collision in 2005. Its mission is two-fold:

•  To encourage responsible driving and bicycling

•  �To compel motorists and cyclists to respectfully share the road

Since its inception, the Fund has supported seven projects to 
improve bicycling safety and encourage innovative, replicable 
work in bike advocacy and programs for youth.

The Bikes Belong Foundation works to 
put more people on bicycles more often 

through three distinct grant programs.
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Kids who bike or walk to 
school are more likely to be 
physically fit and active, and 

concentrate, behave, and 
perform well in the classroom.

Bicycling is great for health, good for communities, and a solution 
to many of our most pressing societal and environmental problems. 

But, much work needs to be done to help bicycling become even 
better for all Americans who want to ride. 

Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation

SRAM Cycling Fund

Humana

Kaiser Permanente

Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention

REI

American Public Health 
Association

Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Minnesota

Taiwan Bicycle  
Exporters Association

Clif Bar

U.S. Bank

New Belgium  
Brewing Company

Primal Wear

Bikes Belong Coalition

Join these 
supporters in 

backing our 
efforts:

Kids who bike or walk to 
school are more likely to be 
physically fit and active, and 

concentrate, behave, and 
perform well in the classroom.

For sponsorship opportunities call 303/449.4893.

Contribute Today:
bikesbelong.org/foundation

Bikes Belong Foundation
P.O. Box 2359,
Boulder, CO 80306

303/449.4893

The prevalence of obesity today is so great that  
the current generation of U.S. children may be the  
first in the modern era to have a shorter lifespan  
than their parents. 

In 2009, 630 U.S. cyclists died in accidents and  
51,000 were injured.

Help us shape a better world for current and  
future generations.

The Bikes Belong Foundation is working to make 
bicycling safer, get more kids riding, and improve 
health and quality of life for Americans. Foundations, 
corporations, and individuals can all help advance 
this important mission. The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization; contributions are tax-deductible 
as permitted by law.



The Bikes Belong Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit focused on children’s bicycle  
programs and bicycle safety projects. It is a 
sister organization to the Bikes Belong Coalition,  
the national group of bicycle suppliers and 
retailers working to put more people on  
bicycles more often.

Bikes Belong Foundation
P.O. Box 2359
Boulder, CO 80306
303/449.4893
bikesbelong.org/foundation

As much as 30% of morning 
traffic is generated by parents 

driving their kids to school.
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